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Initiatives and tools for European Macro-regions

Alpine Convention 
1991

Helsinki 
Convention 1992

Danube River 
Protection 

Convention 1994

Adriatic and 
Ionian Initiative 

2000

Carpathian 
Convention 2003

Interreg Alpine 
Space ?

EU Strategy for 
the Alpine Region 

2015

EU Strategy for 
the Baltic Sea 
Region 2009

EU Strategy for 
Danube Region 

2010

EU Strategy for 
the Adriatic and 

Ionian Region 
2014

?

BSR Interreg IIC 

Pr. 1996-99

BSR Interreg IIIB 

Neighborhood Pr. 2000-06

South Baltic Cross-border 

Co-operation Pr. 2007-13

Central Baltic Interreg IVA 

Pr. 2007-2013

Interreg Danube 
Transnational 
Programme 

Interreg Adriatic-
Ionian Programme

Central Baltic 
Interreg

Interreg South 
Baltic 

?



Synergy between CEB and CoR

conditions for their sustainable socio-economic development. 
MAIN OBJECTIVE

Strengthening the competitiveness and attractiveness of the 
Carpathian Region based on internal development potentials and 

creating competitive advantages to increase the level and quality of 
life of the inhabitants of the Carpathian Region. 

COMPLEMENTARY OBJECTIVE

Maintaining cultural and environmental values of the Carpathians Region and 
establishing the conditions for their sustainable socio-economic development. 

Multi-sectoral
management 
mechanism

Based on 
cooperation 

with Carpathian 
stakeholders

Instrument of 
multilevel 

governance

Based on dialog 
and active 

participation



Inaugural meeting 
of the Carpathian Executive Board

Krasiczyn Castle, 21st of February 2020 



Frames of the cooperation for CEB – proposal 

2-3 meetings per year:
1 at ministerial level and 1-2 at expert level

Polish presidency in Visegrad Group, summer 2020

Annual Presidencies in CEB:

2020 – Poland
2021 – Slovakia, Hungary 
2022 – Ukraine, Romania/Serbia/ Czech Republic/ Poland

Bank of ideas for flagship projects:

Each country will propose 3-4 crucial ideas for joint projects 
together with financial sources



EUSRD vs. EUCARP

 14 countries

 115 million people

 Large disparities in socio-economic 

development

 4 countries – 35 million people, or

 5 countries – 57 million people, or

 8-9  countries – 68 million people

 Similar level of development



EUSRD vs. EUCARP - priorities

PRIOIRTY AREA II.
GREEN 

CARPATHIANS

PRIOIRTY AREA III.
COHESIVE

CARPATHIANS

PRIOIRTY AREA I.
COMPETITIVE 
CARPATHIANS

HORIZONTAL AREA:
INSTITUTIONAL COOPERATION



Future funding

• Interreg ENI CBC Programme HU-SK-RO-UA-PL (proposal)

• Interreg cross-border programmes

• Cohesion Policy and Common Agricultural Policy

• Horizon Europe

• LIFE

• Connecting Europe 
Facility

• Just Transition Fund

• National, regional 
sources

• Other sources



Political issues – further steps towards 
the EU Carpathian Strategy

Dissemination of the 
draft Strategy and 

advocating the idea of 
establishing the 

Carpathian Strategy

Ensuring
involvment of all

Carpathian
countries

RO, CZ, SR

Including the 
initiative to 

the 
European 

agenda
Adopting of the 
Macro-regional 
Strategy for the 

Carpathian 
Region – Council

Conclusions



Doors for all Carpathian states are still open

• Romania – almost 50% of the 
Carpathians 

• Serbia, Czech Republic, Moldova

REMAINS open to examine any commonly agreed and mature 

initiative of Member States facing the same challenges in a defined 

geographic area aimed at setting up a new macro-regional strategy

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION 



Thank you for your attention!


